Education/Work 

Grade A*/A / B 

	1
	Parle-moi de ton collège 

Comment s’appelle ton collège ?

C’est quelle sorte de collège ?  Description. Bâtiments et  équipements.

Décris un peu son histoire.

Il y a combien d’élèves ?  Ils ont quel âge ?

Ton collège est situé où ?

Pourquoi as-tu choisi ce collège ? Réputation.


	Present, past, future

Reasons

Opinions (likes, dislikes, in my opinion …)

Examples

Connectives

Time phrases

Negatives

Mon collège s’appelle …

My school is …  (quite small, very old – but the buildings are quite new, private, only for boys – from 7 to 16 years – girls in the 6th Form)
Last year the school decided to/started to admit girls also
There is/there are …

There is not …

The lessons are …

We have … 

I chose this school because …

My parents chose it because …
It is situated in the centre of Oxford which is great because …
It has a good reputation for exams

	2
	Tu es élève ici depuis combien de temps ?
	Je suis élève ici depuis …. ans/l’âge de …



	3.
	Quelles sont tes matières préférées ?  Pourquoi ?

Depuis combien de temps apprends-tu le français ?/ ça fait combien de temps que tu apprends le français ?

Quelles matières n’aimes-tu pas ?  Pourquoi pas ?
	My favourite subject(s) is/are …  BECAUSE 
Present tense, opinion, justification
they are easy and useful subjects
Opinions
the teacher is …                               Opinion/description
I have always had good results in …
Past tense
I like … less                            Present tense, comparison
which I find …                        Subordinate clause, opinion
and I have never liked … because       Reference to past,     negative expression, justification
I have always been rubbish at …
Past tense
Next year …
Future 
I will not study …
Reference to future
J’aime aussi LE/LA/LES car j’aime le prof.

Mais (cependant) je n’aime pas LE/LA/LES car je suis nul

Il y a trop de devoirs – quelle barbe!
Quelle horreur!



	3b
	Tu aimes le collège en général ?  Pourquoi (pas) ? (profs, copains, règles, devoirs, nourriture, cours, clubs, manque de filles)
	I like my school because it is ..

There is a good atmosphere

Because I have lots of friends here

Like all schools, our school has rules (but not too many/and too many)

There are too many …  (rules? homework?)

There is not enough …

There is/there are …

There is not …

I like/dislike it because …  (What I like etc)

It is necessary/we have to …  (SUBJUNCTIVES???)
We are not allowed to …



	4
	Tu préférerais aller à un collège mixte/un collège différent ?


	I would prefer    (conditional tense)
Because …

	5
	Que penses-tu de ton uniforme scolaire et pourquoi?

s
	I like/dislike
Opinion
because
Reason
but …
Connective
We have to wear
Description
I would prefer to wear my own clothes
Conditional tense

for example …
Exemplification
From time to time approximately once per term we are allowed …
Elaboration
We have to pay …


This money is for …

nul, moche, horrible, affreux, à mon avis

inconfortable, pas confortable

les couleurs SONT horribles, sombres, (affreuses)

trop serré

malheureusement

je voudrais porter 

je voudrais mieux porter

je préférerais porter 

mes vêtements de tous les jours/normaux/décontractés/mes propres vêtements

par exemple des baskets



	6
	Qu’est-ce que tu penses des profs ?


	

	7
	A ton avis, quelles sont les qualités d’un bon prof?


	See vocab sheet in yellow booklet

In my opinion, a good teacher

For example my (art) teacher …

But/however, a bad teacher …

For example, my (French) teacher …

A mon avis un bon prof est (devrait être) intéressant, amusant, intelligent, compréhensif, sympa, gentil.

Aussi un bon prof aime les élèves, sa matière et le collège bien sûr.

Mais (cependant) un mauvais prof est… nul, ennuyeux, barbant, stupide, horrible, affreux, trop strict, trop sévère.

….   donne beaucoup de devoirs.

explique bien/mal

va trop vite



	8
	Décris-moi une journée typique.


	

	9
	Si tu étais le directeur, qu’est-ce que tu changerais ?


	CONDTIONAL TENSE

I would like (to change) …

I would not like to change my school much

I would prefer (it) if there were …

It would be good if …  because …

But apart from that, there is not much to change in my opinion.

	10
	Qu’est-ce que tu as fait pendant la récréation hier?


	I played football with my friends in the playground/park near my school

It was + opinion

Also I ate

I drank

I spoke to my friends about 

I did my homework

WOW – I had fun, I relaxed

	11
	Comment trouves-tu la nourriture à la cantine?


	I always eat in the canteen 
I usually eat in the canteen but sometimes 
I usually bring my own meal but sometimes I eat in the canteen if 
Like/dislike, not bad

Reason – the portions are too small, it is well balanced

We have a new canteen

The quality of the food is much better  

The portions are larger now …

Yesterday I ate … and drank… (past tense) and today I am going to eat …/drink … (future tense – je vais + inf)

Tomorrow if the weather is nice we are going to have a barbecue.  It will be great!  I love barbecues.

It is so pleasant to eat outdoors 
Je trouve la nourriture à la cantine affreuse/délicieuse.

Et comme dessert

Il y a un bon rapport qualité prix.



	12
	Qu’est-ce que tu vas faire en septembre/après les

examens? Pourquoi?


	I am going to (stay here until …)

In September I am going to come back (revenir) to school/here of course (bien sûr) because …

In September I am going to change schools (changer DE collège) because …

For my A-levels = pour mon bac …

I am going to study four subjects : say which + reasons

I am no longer going to study …. because 

it's too difficult, in my opinion

I find that …

I hate ….

the teacher gives us too much prep

mes amis vont rester ici

Ce sera

parce que je peux laisser tomber 

parce que je ne vais pas (plus) étudier 

	13
	Pourquoi as-tu choisi ces matières pour ton bac ? 

(Quelles matières vas-tu étudier l’année prochaine ?

Pourquoi tu les as choisies ?)


	

	14
	Qu’est-ce que tu voudrais faire comme carrière et

pourquoi? (Qu’est-ce que tu vas faire quand tu auras 

quitté le collège ? Pourquoi ?)


	A l’avenir je voudrais être (devenir) avocat

car c’est assez bien payé, satisfaisant, utile.

Cependant, je ne voudrais pas être

c’est une vie facile

on se la coule douce



	15
	Quels sont les avantages et les inconvenients d’avoir un

petit job?
	Oui j’ai un petit emploi.

Non je n’ai pas DE petit emploi.

Je travaille dans

Je commence à

Je finis à

Je vais au travail en

Je gagne … l’heure

Oui, il y a des avantages par exemple 

J’aime mon petit job car ..

Les collègues

J’ai plus de liberté

J’ai plus d’indépendance

J’ai plus d’argent

Ça change un peu d’air

Mais il y a aussi des inconvénients/désavantages

J’ai trop de travail pour le college

J’ai trop de devoirs 

Je n’ai pas de temps/le temps/assez de temps

Car j’ai trop de devoirs

Et je vais passer mes examens (pour le brevet) bientôt et ils sont plus importants (ça c’est plus important)




Education/work

Grade C/D 

	1
	Fais-moi une description de ton collège.



	2
	Comment viens-tu au collège ?   Tu mets combien de 

temps pour arriver ?

	3
	Tu préfères quelle matière et pourquoi?



	4
	Qu’est-ce que tu n’ aimes pas comme matière? 

Pourquoi?

	5
	Il y a des clubs/des équipes à ton collège ?



	6
	Décris ton uniforme. Qu’est-ce que tu en penses?



	7
	Tu as beaucoup de devoirs ?



	8
	Tu as assez de/trop de vacances ?



	9
	Il y a beaucoup de règles à suivre à ce collège ?



	10
	Qu’est-ce que tu as fait au collège hier?



	11
	Qu’est-ce que tu voudrais faire en septembre?  Tu vas

continuer tes études l’année prochaine ?



	12
	Où as-tu fait ton stage? Qu’as-tu fait? C’était comment?



	13
	Est-ce que tu reçois de l’argent de tes parents ?



	14
	Combien d’argent reçois-tu ?  C’est suffisant ?



	15
	Tu as un petit job le week-end? Qu’est-ce que tu fais

exactement?



	16
	Combien est-ce que tu gagnes ?  C’est bien payé ?



	17
	Tu travailles combien d’heures ?



	18
	Qu’est-ce que tu achètes avec ton argent ?



	19
	Tu voudrais faire ce travail plus tard? Pourquoi/pourquoi

pas?

	20
	Qu’est-ce que tu veux faire dans la vie ?  (Tu ne 

préférerais pas ... ?)



	21
	Tu as l’intention d’aller à l’université? Pourquoi/pourquoi

pas?


Education/work

Grade E/F/G 

	1
	Comment s’appelle ton collège?



	2
	Les cours commencent à quelle heure? Ils finissent à 

quelle heure?



	3
	Les cours durent combien de temps ?



	4
	Tu fais quelles matières?



	5
	Tu préfères quel jour au collège? Pourquoi?



	6
	Fais-moi une description de ton uniforme. Tu aimes ça? 

Pourquoi?

	7
	A midi, tu manges à la cantine? Qu’est-ce que tu 

manges normalement?



	8
	Où as-tu fait ton stage? C’était bien?



	9
	En septembre, tu vas aller au lycée ou tu vas travailler?



	10
	Tu as un petit job? Où ça?



	11
	Que font tes parents dans la vie ?



	12
	Avec ton argent, qu’est-ce que tu achètes?




The Presentation will have been prepared by the candidate before the

date of the examination, and the candidate will be allowed to take into

the examination room a stimulus. This can consist of a series of brief

headings - up to five headings of three or four words each, but not

including any conjugated verbs. The stimulus might also include visual

material such as photographs. Candidates will be expected to speak for

between 30 and 90 seconds. The length of time taken by any candidate

will obviously depend on what the individual has prepared, but it is

likely that weaker candidates will find it hard to speak for as much as

90 seconds. Equally, in order to score the higher marks for Quality of Language, it is likely that more able candidates will need to speak at some length. When they have concluded their Presentation, candidates will be expected to respond to questions about it asked by the teacher.

This Discussion element should again last between 30 and 90 seconds;

in most cases, it is likely that shorter presentations will generate

shorter discussions, and vice-versa.

The Presentation and Discussion will carry 12 marks according to the

following sets of criteria 

Marks for Communication  (Presentation)

0 
Nothing relevant communicated or what is said consists of individual

words making no coherent sense.

1 
A little relevant information is communicated. 

2 
Some messages/responses communicated, with occasional

development.

3 
Most of the responses communicated and developed.

4 
Candidate communicates and develops all that is required with only

very occasional omissions.

Marks for Communication (Discussion)

0 
Nothing relevant communicated or what is said consists of individual

words making no coherent sense.

1 
A little relevant information is communicated. The candidate responds

to some questions but replies are very brief.

2 
Some messages/responses communicated, with occasional

development.

3 
Most of the responses communicated and developed.

4 
Candidate communicates and develops all that is required with only

very occasional omissions.

The above criteria are applied across both the Presentation itself and

the resulting Discussion, though the second statement in the one-mark

band is only applicable to the discussion element. Clearly, if a

candidate’s Presentation were to meet the requirements of the highest

band, but be followed by little or no response to the teacher’s

questions, the mark would suffer as a result.

Marks for Spontaneity and Fluency (Discussion)
0 
Very hesitant and disjointed.

1 
Sometimes hesitant; little natural flow of language.

2 
Ready responses; some evidence of an ability to sustain a conversation;

little if any initiative.

3 
Answers without hesitation and extends responses beyond minimal

requirements with some flow of language; may sometimes take the

initiative.

4 
Responds readily and shows some initiative; conversation sustained at a

reasonable speed; language expressed fluently.

Quality of Language

Range & Complexity Marks Pronunciation & Accuracy

Occasional words which make

little coherent sense.

0 The language used makes

comprehension almost impossible.

Simple vocabulary in lists,

phrases or short sentences which

sometimes communicate.

1 Frequency and type of errors in

pronunciation and structure often

make comprehension difficult.

Responses dependent on

structures and vocabulary from

stimulus but limited in breadth

and variety. Some responses in

simple complete sentences.

2 Pronunciation generally

recognisable but with quite

frequent error. Messages usually

communicated but errors quite

frequent.

Responses generally in simple

sentences with limited vocabulary

and sentence structure. There

may be the occasional complex

sentence. There is some evidence

of a few messages going beyond

a direct response to the stimulus.

3 Errors are frequent in

pronunciation and structures but

do not usually provide a barrier to

communication. There is evidence

of accurate use of basic structures

in simple sentences.

Some complex sentences with a

wider range of vocabulary

successfully attempted.

Responses go beyond the basic

requirements of the stimulus,

using appropriate reference to

past, present and future events.

4 Errors of structure and / or

pronunciation cause only

occasional problems with

communication. Some more

complex sentences are accurately

produced. Time frames are used as

appropriate but not always well

formed.

Wide range of vocabulary and

structure used appropriately in

complex responses, many of

which show considerable

independence of the stimulus.

5 Structures and pronunciation

generally accurate causing only very

occasional problems with

communication. There is accurate

use of a variety of tenses.

Wide ranging vocabulary and

structures appropriately used in

complex and extended answers.

6 Only very minor errors in structure

and pronunciation. Good accent

and intonation. All messages fully

communicated in accurate French

using a variety of tenses.

The above criteria are applied across both the Presentation itself and

the resulting Discussion, and the total for each of Range and

Complexity and Pronunciation and Accuracy is added together and is

divided by three to give a mark out of four.

If a mark is awarded for Communication this will inevitably lead to the

award of a mark for Range & Complexity and for Pronunciation &

Accuracy.

Candidates appropriately entered for Foundation Tier are unlikely to

score more than 3 marks for either Communication or Spontaneity and

Fluency, or 4 marks (raw marks) for either Range & Complexity or

Pronunciation & Accuracy.

The General Conversation should last between 4 and 6 minutes. For

each candidate, three topics will be specified for the teacher, of which

at least two must be covered during the test. The candidate should not

be told at any time which three topics are to be covered. (A list of the

six topics on which candidates might be tested in the General

General Certificate of Secondary Education, 2003 - French A & (Short Course)
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Higher

Conversation will be found in Section 7.2 of the specification).

Teachers will also be given a set of possible questions for each topic.

These are merely suggestions, and are in no way compulsory, though

they do show a range of questions which are appropriate for different

levels of candidate. The General Conversation is assessed according to

the same sets of criteria as the Presentation and Discussion, but there

is no scaling of the marks for Quality of Language. This part of the test is

therefore marked out of 20. In general, for Range & Complexity, a

typical two-mark performance will simply answer the questions asked

by the teacher, giving the required fact(s), while a three-mark

performance will add at least some extra information (such as extra

details or brief descriptions or opinions. A four-mark performance will

contain more extra details, opinions and perhaps reasons, together

with reference to all three time frames.

Candidates appropriately entered for Foundation Tier are unlikely to

score more than 3 marks for either Communication or Spontaneity and

Fluency, or 4 marks for either Range & Complexity or Pronunciation &

Accuracy.

Candidates are not allowed access to a dictionary at any point in the

test.

The Presentation and Discussion and the General Conversation will

be as described above for Foundation Tier, (except that the General

Conversation will last between 6 and 8 minutes) and will be marked

according to the same criteria. In general, for Range & Complexity, a

typical four-mark performance will contain extra details beyond those

required by the question, opinions and perhaps reasons, together with

reference to all three time frames. A five-mark performance will

contain a number of complex sentences, possibly including

subordinate clauses, and many of the responses will contain

descriptions, opinions and reasons. A six-mark performance will give

descriptions, opinions, reasons or explanations in most responses,

simply taking the teacher’s questions as a starting point. Candidates

appropriately entered for Higher Tier are likely to score at least 3

marks for Communication and Spontaneity & Fluency, and at least 4 marks

for Range & Complexity and Pronunciation & Accuracy.

