L4th French Grammar Revision Summary
Verbs

Present tense – make sure you know all the verbs on the three sheets I have given you.   Remember to be on the alert for patterns.
Perfect tense (past)

Regular verbs

Present tense of avoir + past participle 

· Verbs whose infinitives end in “er”

· Verbs whose infinitives end in “ir”

· Verbs whose infinitives end in “re”

Irregular verbs

Present tense of avoir + irregular past participles

avoir

boire

comprendre

connaître

croire

devoir

dire

être

faire

mettre

pouvoir

prendre

savoir

voir

vouloir

“Etre” verbs
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+ all reflexive verbs
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Translating “for” with time

Use depuis + present tense  for something which started in the past but is continuing into the present (e.g. I have been learning French for three years …  (and I still am …)

Use pendant + perfect tense  for a finished action (e.g. I read a book for three hours last night).
I have been watching TV for an hour.

Last night she watched TV for three hours.

We have been travelling for two days.

They travelled for twelve hours.

She has been speaking for ten minutes.

The teacher spoke for hours.

The pupil has been learning French for ten years.

I listened to music for half an hour.

Negatives

ne … pas

ne … plus

ne  … jamais

ne … rien

ne … personne

(ne …  que)

ne goes directly after je, tu, il etc

pas/plus/rien/jamais/personne – these go AFTER the verb

je ne vais pas

je ne me lave pas

je ne les aime pas
je n’ai pas fait

je ne me suis pas amusé

Adjectives

Remember to check that all adjectives AGREE with the noun or pronoun they are describing.

Usually – add “e” to make an adjective feminine and “s” to make it plural.   If the masculine form of an adjective already ends in “e” we don’t add another “e”  (but we do if the masculine adjective ends in “é”)
Other adjectival patterns:

if >

eux >

eur >

er >

en >

on >

il >

al >

Irregulars

vieux

beau

blanc

marron

Most adjectives FOLLOW the noun in French.   Only a few precede the noun e.g.

petit

grand

long

gros

beau

bon

nouveau

vieux

Some adjectives change their meaning on whether they are placed before or after the noun they describe:

ancien

cher

propre

Prepositions

à

de

sur

sous

dans

devant

derrière

à côté de

en face de
Remember also:

à + definite article:

au





à la





à l’





aux

de + definite article

du





de la





de l’





des
à + DISTANCE, de + PLACE
j’habite à 5 km de mon collège

Oxford se trouve à environ 100 km de Londres

