Some verbs not very happy about the perfect tense, particularly aller – walking around complaining to himself “I just don’t agree with this” so he decides to hold a meeting.  He puts up posters all around the town “If you’re interested in speaking about the perfect tense come to my house”.  So he gets canapés ready, juice, biscuits a few beers etc for this party at 8pm – I think it was a Tuesday.
So 8 pm comes and ding dong the bell goes and there’s venir with his mates revenir and devenir.  In you come, sit down, get yourself a drink says aller.  What’s this all about asks venir.  Oh never mind that just now, just get yourself sorted with a canapé and something to drink and we’ll see if anyone else comes along.  Ding dong – there’s sortir and his best friend partir.  Come on in sortir, come on in partir, says aller – make yourself comfortable and get yourself something to drink and we’ll get started in a bit – venir, revenir and devenir are all in the lounge – in you go and join them.

Ding dong – who’s this now asks aller – oh if it’s not my good friends monter and descendre – opposites attract.  In you go etc join venir, revenir, devenir oh and sortir and partir are there too.  Oh good, says monter.  Yes we hoped they’d  be there says descendre.

Ding dong – there’s arriver, entrer and tomber all together.  In you come and get yourself something to eat and drink says aller.  In they go – what’s this all about asks arriver – oh I don’t know says venir – he hasn’t told us yet.  Aller what’s this all about asks tomber.  Hang on tomber, says aller, you’re always too quick to want to know what’s going on  - we haven’t started yet – just help yourself to a drink and some nibbles and we’ll see if anyone else comes.

So aller is just about to start when ding dong and there’s rester, retourner and rentrer – in they all come – and they always go around together these three Rs – in you go , sit down, get yourself something to drink and we’ll just wait another 5 mins or so and then we’ll get started.

Right says aller looks like that’s going to be it.  “Good he’s going to tell us” says partir to sortir.  All of a sudden the doorbell goes again and there’s naitre and mourir .  Right says aller in you come you’re just in time we were just about to start.

So aller starts.  Right this is all about the perfect tense as you know from my posters.  What it is – I’m sick fed up of all these verbs going around making their perfect tense with avoir – avoir, avoir, avoir.  They’re all using avoir and turning themselves into past participles – not that I’ve got anything against that but avoir, avoir, avoir I’m fed up hearing it.  I reckon we should use somebody else.  Stunned!  

Somebody else aller says partir.  Yes partir somebody else says aller.  What does everyone think?  Well I’ve always quite liked faire says X – he gets around a bit.  Hmm – no – don’t fancy that.  What about somebody like savoir says Y – he’s a bit of an outsider, doesn’t get out much on his own.  Hmm, no, no, no.  
I know says Z what about Etre.  So they get out etre and look at all its parts – je suis, tu es, etc – and turn themselves into past participles to see what they look like combined with etre.    Hey that’s quite a good idea says XX let’s vote says YY.  So they put it to the vote and it’s decided – etre it is.  They’re going to form a splinter group of verbs that take etre instead of avoir.  Great excitement. 

So they finish off the canapés in their revolutionary fervour and start to say goodnight after a good night’s work done.  Just as they’re heading for the door a wee voice pipes up – somebody who hasn’t spoken all night – descendre.   I’ve got an idea.  This is all very well but we’re still all just going to be past participles like everyone else – all functional and unadorned and frankly a bit boring.   Why don’t we go the extra mile and put on a bit of decoration.   

What do you mean, descendre, asks monter.  I think, well maybe we could act like adjectives as well and add on “e”s when we’re feminine and “s” when we’re plural.

Great idea says venir – we’ll be the Versaces of verbs in the perfect tense – all ornamentation and ostentation.  Fantastic – so that’s what they decide to do.

